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BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the 

Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to 

our calling as your adopted children; through Jesus  Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

PRAYER FOR GROWTH AND RENEWAL 

 

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision 

to our planning, wisdom to our actions and power to our witness.  Help our church, St. Mary’s, 

to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our local community of 

Long Ditton, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

First Reading – Isaiah 42:1-9 

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 

upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 

heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 

justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  Thus says God, the LORD, who created 

the heavens and stretched them  out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who 

gives breath to the people  upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:  I am the LORD, I have called 
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you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant 

to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 

from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  I am the LORD, that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  See, the former things have come to pass, and 

new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 

Second Reading – Acts 10:34-43 

 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 3:13-end 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would have 

prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’  But Jesus answered 

him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 

consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him.  And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father in the 

baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of 

our rebirth through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 



Please pray for all preparing for baptism and marriage, those who are sick or in 

hospital, and those who have died, and all who mourn. 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Diary 

 
Monday – No Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 10:00am – Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 18th January 2026 – 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

8:00am – Holy Communion  

10.15am – Parish Communion  

4:00pm – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isaiah 49:1-7 | 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 | John 1:29-42 

 

  



Parish news and notices 

 

 

12:30PM TODAY - JOIN US FOR A GENTLE 2-MILE STROLL AROUND 

RICHMOND PARK. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

We will be meeting up at the Coffee Kiosk in Pembroke Lodge Car Park, Richmond Park, 

TW10 5HZ at 12:30pm today.  No need to book your place, please just turn up and say hello! 

We’ll walk at a gentle pace, covering the 2 miles in around 50 minutes – all are welcome; including 

children and dogs!  You will need warm clothing, a waterproof jacket (just in case) and some sturdy 

walking shoes/boots.  For more information, please call or message Felix on: 07977 112920. 

 

100 CLUB 

Thank you to all those who renewed their membership of the 100 Club and thank you and 

welcome to all the new people who joined for 2026.  Thanks to you all we have raised £1,350 

towards upgrading the AV system in the Hall.   

The first draw took place on Sunday, 4th January.  The results were as follows: 

1st Prize: No. 50 

2nd Prize: No. 35 

3rd Prize: No. 5 

Congratulations to all the winners.  The next draw will take place on Sunday, 1st February. 

Good luck to everyone. 

 

FILM FRIDAY – 16th January 2:00pm in the Community Hall.  The film being shown is the 

2024 comedy-drama A REAL PAIN (with Kieran Culkin and Jesse Eisenberg).  All are welcome to 

attend and refreshments will be served afterwards.  For more details contact Joanne Hall on 020 

8398 5637. 

 

SCARF SALE!  Good-as-new ladies’ scarves (assorted colours and designs) will be on sale in the 

hall after the 10:15am service on Sunday, 18th January - £2 each or £5 for three.  Proceeds will 

go to Church funds. 

 

Our annual BURNS NIGHT celebration will take place on Saturday, 24th January 2026.  Enjoy 

a traditional meal with a performance by a bagpiper and the poetry of both Burns and others.  

Tickets are currently available but are going quickly! Please see Alison after Sunday service, or 

email her on: alison.baverstock@kingston.ac.uk to book.  Tickets are £35 for individuals and £40 

each for five people or more booking to sit together.    

 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS. There is a collecting box for used stamps in the History Corner 

and Katharine Lankey has been taking these stamps to Princess Alice Hospice.  Unfortunately, 

Princess Alice can no longer take our stamps, but Katharine has discovered that Oxfam will be 

happy to have them.  Any stamps left in the collecting box will now go to Oxfam. 
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