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GAUDETE SUNDAY 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before 

you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make 

ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your 

second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you 

are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

PRAYER FOR GROWTH AND RENEWAL 

 

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision 

to our planning, wisdom to our actions and power to our witness.  Help our church, St. Mary’s, 

to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our local community of 

Long Ditton, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

First Reading – Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to 

it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our  

  

8.00am HOLY COMMUNION 
 

10:15am 

 

 

 

6:00pm 

 

PARISH COMMUNION  
Anthem: O Lovely Peace (Handel) 

Hymns: 32, 235, 165, 534 

Postlude: Chaconne and Fugue in D Minor 

(Bach) 
 

EVENING PRAYER 
 



God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a 

fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 

recompense. He will come and save you.’  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 

of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 

for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand 

shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 

swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  A highway shall be there, and it shall be called 

the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not 

even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 

shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 

joy and gladness, 

 

Second Reading – James 5:7-10 

 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.  You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors!  As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name 

of the Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 11:2-11 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Go 

and tell John what you hear and see:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.  And 

blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 

wind?  What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear 

soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 

more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.”  Truly I tell you, among those born of 

women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he.  

  



Post Communion Prayer 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that 

when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns 

now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all preparing for baptism and marriage, those who are sick or in 

hospital, and those who have died, and all who mourn. 

 

 

 

 

Church Diary 

 
Monday 9:15am - Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 10:00am - Holy Communion 

1.15pm – LDSM End of Term service 

Friday 9.15am – LDI End of Term service 

 

 

Sunday 21st December – 4th Sunday of Advent   

8:00am – Holy Communion  

10.15am – Parish Communion  

6:00pm – Nine Lessons and Carols Service 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isiah 7:1-16 | Romans 1:1-7 | Matthew 1:18-end 

 

 

 

 

  



Parish news and notices 

 

SUPPORTING TWO LOCAL CHARITIES – The Pupil Parliament at our church school 

LDSM has voted to support two local Christmas Charities.  The first is Kingston Hospital 

Charity’s Mission Jingle Bells which helps adults who are spending Christmas in hospital.  They 

are asking for small gifts such as books, puzzles, games, stationery or toiletries.  The second charity 

is Kingston Foodbank’s Christmas project Jingle Shelfs.  This is a special shop inside the 

Foodbank where families can choose a gift for their children, such as a toy, book or game.  For 

both charities, items must be new and unwrapped.  It would be great if the two St Mary’s in 

Long Ditton can join forces in this venture and there will be a collection box at the back of the 

Church.  The deadline for donations is Monday, 15th December. 

 

ANGELS FOR OUR CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE. Tim Rennie has beautifully hand-

painted some wooden angel decorations which will be available for a £10 donation each.  You are 

welcome to write a dedication on the back or the name of a loved one you wish to remember. 

 

ADVENT MEDITATIONS 8pm at the Rectory (5 Church Meadow) on Thursday 11th 

and 18th December. This will be a calm space to reflect on the Sunday Gospel readings we have 

this Advent.  These are stand-alone meditations so don’t worry if you can’t make every date.  

Seasonal refreshments will be served afterwards. All are welcome! 

 

CLEANERS NEEDED!  The cleaning team are looking for two more people to join the rota 

for church cleaning (for about an hour every five weeks).  Full ‘training’ given in vacuuming/ 

dusting/polishing the altar rail! For more details, please contact either Tessa Vallings (020 8398 

4807) or Joanne Hall (020 8398 5637). 

 

BACON BUTTY BREAKFAST 4th January. To celebrate Epiphany, there will be a Bacon 

Butty Breakfast in the Community Hall between the 8:00am and the 10:15am services.  £5 per 

adult (no charge for children), which includes a bacon butty (or vegetarian option)/fruit juice/tea 

or coffee/tomato sauce! All are welcome! 


