Welcome to St Mary's Church

Following Christ, serving you
SUNDAY SERVICES 30 November 2025

8.00am HOLY COMMUNION

STMARY’S

LONG DITTON

10:15am PARISH COMMUNION
Anthem: O King and Desire (Stainer)
Hymns: 24, 7, 492, 31

6:00pm ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

ADVENT SUNDAY

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of
light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great
humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

PRAYER FOR GROWTH AND RENEWAL

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision
to our planning, wisdom to our actions and power to our witness. Help our church, St. Mary’s,
to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our local community of
Long Ditton, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

First Reading - Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many



peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Second Reading — Romans 13:11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably
as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 24:36-44

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so
too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one
will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

Post Communion Prayer

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our
Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and
joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please pray for all preparing for baptism and marriage, those who are sick or in
hospital, and those who have died, and all who mourn.




Church Diary

Monday 9:15am - Morning Prayer
Wednesday 10:00am - Holy Communion

Sunday 7* December — 2" Sunday of Advent
8:00am — Holy Communion
10.15am — All Sorts Parish Communion
6:00pm — Evening Prayer

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Romans 15:4-13 | Matthew 3:1-12



Parish news and notices

ADVENT MEDITATIONS 8pm at the Rectory on Thursday 4%, I1* and 18®
December. This will be a calm space to reflect on the Sunday Gospel readings we have this
Advent. These are stand-alone meditations so don’t worry if you can’t make every date. Seasonal
refreshments will be served afterwards. All are welcome!

CLEANERS NEEDED! The cleaning team are looking for two more people to join the rota
for church cleaning (for about an hour every five weeks). Full ‘training’ given in vacuuming/

dusting/polishing the altar rail! For more details, please contact either Tessa Vallings (020 8398
4807) or Joanne Hall (020 8398 5637).

Our next BOOKBOX will be on Wednesday 10* December at 8pm with Louise Fein
writes historical fiction, focusing on unheard voices or from unusual perspectives. We will be
focusing on her most recent title: The London Bookshop Affair. Our Christmas BookBox is always
an ideal time to purchase signed books as presents — as well as for yourself!

FILM FRIDAY 12™ DECEMBER AT 2:00PM in the Community Hall. There will be an
additional film afternoon to the advertised programme with ‘MIRACLE ON 34™ STREET’ being
shown on 2™ December (the original 1947 version). All are welcome — seasonal refreshments
will be served afterwards. For more details, contact Joanne Hall on 020 8398 5637.

ANGELS for our Church Christmas Tree. Tim Rennie has beautifully hand-painted some
wooden angel decorations which will be available for a £10 donation each. You are welcome to
write a dedication on the back or the name of a loved one you wish to remember.



